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21M.Taiwan Travelogue wins International Booker 

 ‗             ‘                                

 A story about Taiwanese food and love between two women won the International Booker 
Prize 2026 on Tuesday. 

              और                       पर     र  ए                 र                   
        2026       

 Taiwanese writer Yáng Shuāng-zi‘s Taiwan Travelogue, translated from the Mandarin 
Chinese by Lin King, is experimental in form. 

                          -           Taiwan Travelogue,                                 

               ,  प     र                    
 It contains a scholarly foreword, afterwords, fictional footnotes and real translator‘s notes. 

            प          ,  प    र,    प            और                    प                
 The novel begins in 1938. 

     प     1938      र            
 Disinterested in the official events or the imperialist agenda, she instead decides to explore 

Taiwan through its food, guided by her voracious appetite. 

       र          और            ए              र      ए,     प                          
                                                   

 She befriends a charming and reserved Taiwanese woman, Chizuru, who serves as both her 

interpreter and an exceptional cook. 

    ए        और                                      र     ,                  और        

र                                
 Chizuko becomes deeply fond of her companion, even urging her to break off her 

engagement, but Chizuru maintains a distance. 

         प             र            र           और      प                      ए        , 
              र     ए र        
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 The prize was announced by Natasha Brown, chair of the 2026 judges, at a ceremony at 
London‘s Tate Modern on May 19. 

    प र   र          2026                                    19  ई                         
          र          

 The novel is Yáng Shuāng-zi‘s first to be translated into English and the first translation from 
the Mandarin Chinese to win the International Booker Prize. 

              -      प    र                                     और                          

प                                                  
 This is also the second year in a row that the independent press, And Other Stories, has 

taken home the prize, following Heart Lamp last year. 

         र    र                              And Other Stories       प र   र        ,  प    
    Heart Lamp         

 Yáng and King will split the £50,000 prize, which recognises the best fiction translated into 

English, equally between them. 

      और         £50,000    प र   र          प          र   ,                                 
                   र       
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21M. Arsenal — how the title was won 

       —                     

 Manchester City‘s 1-1 draw at Bournemouth on Tuesday assured Arsenal a first Premier 
League title since Arsene Wenger‘s ―Invincibles‖ in 2004. 

       र                                       1-1                       ए 2004            र 
   ―          ‖            प                               र      

 

GS Paper 1: History 21 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
21M Modi, Shah are traitors who are attacking Constitution, says Rahul 

     ,                                       ,              
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21M. Modi, Shah are traitors who are attacking Constitution, says Rahul 

     ,                                       ,              

 At the Sammelan, Mr. Gandhi unveiled a statue of Veera Pasi, who had fought the British 
during the Revolt of 1857, in Rae Bareli, hinting at a renewed outreach towards the Pasi 
community. 

                       1857               र                                                 र  

    ,                       र  ए र          प                  
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GS Paper 1: Society 21 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
21M Preparing India for a credible digital Census 

                                                  

 

21M. Preparing India for a credible digital Census 

                                                  

 The question on caste is being included in the Census for the first time since Independence. 

               प      र                                            र       
 The only recent experiences on the issues relating to enumeration of caste are from the 

surveys in Bihar and Karnataka. 

                           पर        ए                 और                            ए     
 I am sure that the Census organisation would have conducted extensive research on the 

issues and possible solutions, and the pre-testing would help streamline the questions and 
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instructions. 

                                           और                 पर    प               ,     
प   -पर         और                      र                  

 The experience of Karnataka and Bihar suggests that, whatever the results, there will be 
communities that are not ready to accept their numbers. 

       और     र                              प र                 ,                         प   
              र  र        ए     र            

 The population figures from the 2027 Census will be used for the next delimitation of Lok 
Sabha and State Legislative Assembly constituencies. 

2027                                        प                                      

                          ए        ए    
 Neither the Constitution nor any other law talks about whether the Census has to count 

people on de jure or de facto basis. 

             और                        प    र                                             
         र पर  र     

 Census on de jure basis would mean that people have to be counted at the place where they 

reside. 

             पर                                            पर      ए                र       
 On the other hand, a de facto census would count people at the place where they are 

present during the Census. 

   र   र,                                         पर      ए                         

 प           

The method used 

            

 The Indian Census has been following an extended de facto method. 

                    र                        र   र   र       
 People found at their usual/normal place of residence when the enumerator visits the 

household, as well as members who are absent at that time but have stayed there for at least 
one night during the Census enumeration period, which normally lasts 20 days, are also 
enumerated. 

                 प र  र    प   प         ,          प                     पर प ए  ए         
      -                               ए        ,              प       ,              
         ,             20                ,      र          -  -   ए  र            

 Also included are visitors who stayed with the household throughout the entire period of 
Census enumeration period. 

                                   ,    प र                        र      प र  र        र   
    

 A household is defined to include all members, even if unrelated, who partake food from a 
common kitchen. 

ए  प र  र    प र                                 ,          प                 ,    ए     र       
          र       

 Thus, household help living with household and paying guests should be enumerated there, if 
they have food from the same kitchen. 

   , प र  र        र          र                      र                                      ए 

         ए,            र             र       
 This enumeration process implies that the number of voters in an area may not correspond to 

the population enumerated there. 
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                                                                                        प 

       प               
 A six-month residence is required for registration as a voter. 

           प    प    र                                      
 Further, the voters‘ list would include those living abroad (non-resident Indians, or NRIs) 

who chose to register as a voter, whereas they are not part of the census at all. 

         र  ,                         र         (                         ई)          

    ,                    प    प    र   र      ,                                    
 According to the website of the Ministry of External Affairs, there are about 1.58 crore 

NRIs living abroad. 

                                र,      1.58           ई                  र र       
 This is more than 1% of the population of the country. 

                         1%             
 If they were all counted in the Census in one State, it would get at least five Lok Sabha seats 

in the next delimitation. 

                        ए  र                             ए,         प र           र    

     -  -   प                          ए     
 While the NRIs may be from across the country, some States have proportionately more NRIs 

than others. 

    प      ई                                 ,     प     र            र                 
   प      प         ए  र       

 Some countries collect data on non-residents in the census by enumerating family members, 

if any, living abroad. 

                            र         प र  र                   र                           
ए      र       

 This process cannot collect information on those households that have migrated abroad with 
all their members. 

            प र  र          र  ए           र          प                             ए 

    
 For example, the explanation of disability in the 2011 Census ran to about six printed pages. 

    र       ए, 2011                                                प                   
 Even the seemingly simple question, ―Have you worked at any time during the last year?‖ was 

accompanied by more than two pages explaining what constitutes ‗work‘. 

                     र     , ―     प    प             र                           ?‖           
‗    ‘    प र      प    र                   प           र               

 The follow-up questions on industry, occupation, and related matters are also not easy for 
most people to understand. 

     ,                          पर प                                              ए       
 र             

 It is too naive to expect that the respondents would read all the instructions before clicking on 
an item in the drop down menu. 

    प     र           र   प              र                               प पर       र   
   प                  प      

 The three million plus enumerators may not equally understand the concepts, de•nitions 

and the need to ask the questions in an appropriate manner. 

                                र    , प र                               प        
                 प           ,                   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e8
 

 The self enumeration facility can become worse unless the questions are well worded and 

explanations are given within the question. 

                                      ए और            र     प    र           ए,         
            और                       

 It is di•cult to achieve this without signi•cant simpli•cation of the concepts and de•nitions. 

    र     और प र          प       र   र                    र            

Guard against respondent fatigue 

                     

 Including too many questions in the online schedule in an attempt to obtain better responses 
can also lead to respondent fatigue, as the form has to be completed for every individual in 

a household. 

    र   र       र                        प                       र                   

  प             ,       प र  र                    ए  प   र                  
 The possibility of respondents deliberately providing incorrect answers to certain questions in 

order to avoid follow-up questions cannot be ruled out. 

                         ए   र          र         र                   र                    
    र                    

 Post-enumeration surveys from past censuses have indicated that distant relatives of the 

head of the household and unrelated persons, such as domestic helpers living with the 
household, have higher rates of omission. 

प                   -                                   प र  र           र                
प र  र        र                         ,       र          ,                             र        

 In a self-enumeration system, the chances of missing such persons are even greater. 

                                                      और                     
 There is also the possibility of including children who are living in hostels and are therefore 

not eligible to be enumerated as part of the household. 

                       ए                                   र  र      और     ए प र  र         

    प           ए         प            
 Better structuring of the questions may help ensure more accurate enumeration of such 

persons. 

            र   र                                            र                        
 For example, questions such as, ―Is the person currently present in the house and, if not, was 

he or she present at any time after February 9 or likely to return before February 28?‖ 
(assuming that the census enumeration takes place during that period as in the past 
censuses), could be asked for every individual. 

    र       ए,                       प                 , ―                        र    
 प        और         ,           9  र र                   प             28  र र     प    
                   ?‖ (           ए                प                                        
र     )  

 Similarly, questions such as ―Is there any other relative of the head of the household, or any 
unrelated person such as a servant, helper, or nurse, who shares meals from the same 
kitchen and lives with the household?‖ may also be included. 

       र, ―    प र  र                                               ,          ,          
   ,        र             र      और प र  र        र      ?‖                     ए         
    
 

GS Paper 1: Geography 21 May 2026 
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TOPICS COVERED      

 
 
 

Waves crash against the barrier at the Fort Kochi beach in 
Kerala on Wednesday. The Southwest monsoon is likely 
to set in over Kerala on May 26, nearly a week ahead of 
its normal arrival date of June 1. 
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TOPICS COVERED      

21M The bail rule 

                 

21M Measure for measure 
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21M.  The bail rule 

                 

 But on May 18, in Syed Iftikhar Andrabi vs National 
Investigation Agency, Jammu, the top court delivered a 
welcome restatement of the principle that bail should be the rule 
even in cases related to the UAPA. 

      18  ई   ,                                           ,      
        ,                                प     प    र     ए 

                                                       ,      
      UAPA                         

 The Bench granted bail to Andrabi, who had spent over 
five years and nine months in pre-trial custody. 

                              ,               -                    

    औ                                      
 By reiterating that the right to personal liberty and a 

speedy trial cannot be subservient to the provision in Section 43-
D(5), the judgment disapproved the reasoning in two two-judge 
Bench rulings, Gurwinder Singh (2024) and Gulfisha Fatima, 

decided earlier this year. 

      र      ए                                               

              र      43-D(5)                     ,                

    प         ए  ए       -           प             ,               

(2024) और               ,                      र  र       
 Both had sought to dilute the principle laid down by a 

three-judge Bench in K.A. Najeeb (2021), which held that the 
―rigours‖ of Section 43-D(5) would ―melt down‖ where there was 

no likelihood of the trial concluding within a reasonable time and 
the incarceration already undergone was substantial. 

               K.A.      (2021)       -           प      र  
    प                 र  र                  ,                  
        43-D(5)    ―        ‖      ―               ‖,           

                                                            प    
   प                र                   

 In Gulfisha Fatima, the Delhi Riots ―larger conspiracy‖ 
bail decision, the Court denied bail to Umar Khalid and Sharjeel 

Imam and even foreclosed their right to renew the plea for a full year, despite both having 
spent over five years in prison. 

                       ,                  ―         ‖                           ,            
          और                                 र  र               ए  प           प    
          र  र           र              र     ,                                              
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21M. Measure for measure 

             

 Courts should not react defensively to every line of criticism. 

                     र           पर र                        
    ए  

 While it is the courts‘ prerogative to punish contempt, how 

well they have separated contemptuous attacks from constitutionally 
protected criticism, especially by journalists, lawyers, activists, 
and scholars, has varied widely. 

    प              ए                                    ,       
              प          और            प      र          , 
      र       ,      ,            औ             र              , 
              प                   ,         प         र       

 This is because the judiciary has not been able to draw 

consistent lines between fair and exaggerated criticism, politically 
motivated and defamatory comments, and speech that obstructs 
justice. 

        ए                        प  और    र           , 
र         प       र  ए            र     प    ,                  
  प    र                        र  र और  प       ए        र        र 
प       

 The judiciary faces misinformation, political pressure, 

abusive online discourse, and declining public trust, and the ways in 
which judges can respond to these attacks are limited. 

    प                   , र            ,  प              

                                                र   प  र     , और 
             प                    र                        

 Rhetorical excess in oral observations must also not be 
confused with legal doctrine. 

         प                                                     

                               ए  
 However, recent comments by the Bench have created the 

appearance of a judiciary increasingly intolerant of external scrutiny. 

     ,                      प                  प            

    प         र                                    र       
 Last week, when hearing a lawyer‘s petition over not having 

been elevated to a senior rank, CJI Surya Kant described certain 
actors in the legal ecosystem as ―parasites‖ and certain young 
lawyers engaging in RTI-based activism as ―cockroaches‖. 

 प         , ए            र   प  पर प                               
        र      ,                                                       ―      ‖          ई 

                                         ―       ‖      
 While he later said the remarks were directed at persons entering professions with bogus 

degrees, rather than critics of the judiciary, such language is unbecoming of the CJI. 

    प                            प          प                                          प    
         र                     ए    ,     प                           प       र          प      
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 The tenor follows the NCERT textbook controversy, with the Supreme Court focusing its 

manifest ire on three academics involved in drafting the chapter, effectively excluding them 
from work on public school curricula without prior hearing. 

     र     ई                        प              ,                                 
   प                        पर  प    प     प                   और      प                   
                 प                                प       र  र       

 

GS Paper II: Governance 21 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

21M ‗Banks must push APY subscribers to higher pension slab‘ 

‗        APY                                              ‘ 

 

21M. ‗Banks must push APY subscribers to 
higher pension slab‘ 

 ‗        APY                              
                ‘ 

 Flagging concerns over the high concentration of 
Atal Pension Yojana (APY) subscribers in the minimum 
slab of ₹1,000, Financial Services Secretary M. 
Nagaraju called on financial institutions, particularly 

banks, to nudge individuals toward higher pension slabs 
as incomes grow. 

                (APY)                          ₹1,000 

          प                       पर               ए,       

            .                         ,        प        ,    
                           प               र    र  

 र                  
 The flagship social security scheme, APY, has 

witnessed gross enrolments crossing the 9 crore mark, 
and in FY26, a record 1.35 crore new subscribers were 

added. 

                र         APY                9         
प र प           , और FY26     र     1.35       ए           
    

 ―Amid this remarkable progress, I must call your 
attention to the critical concern that there is an 
overwhelming concentration of enrolments in the ₹1,000 
monthly pension slab,‖ he said, while addressing an 
Atal Pension Yojana Annual Felicitation Programme 
organised by PFRDA here. 

             PFRDA    र                                                        र     ए 

   , ―                       ,     प               र           र         र                

                            ₹1,000                             ‖ 
 ―We must ask: would ₹1,000 per month provide adequate protection to subscribers 20 or 30 

years from now? This concentration suggests counselling at the point of enrolment needs 
strengthening.‖ 

 ―       प         ए:     ₹1,000         20    30                  प        र         र   ? 

                                     पर               और        र                 ‖ 
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GS Paper II: International Relations 21 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

21M India, Italy seal defence pact, elevate their bilateral ties to a ‗special strategic 
partnership‘ 

      औ                                ई,                   ‗                      ‘    

          
21M Philippine court says it won‘t stop ICC arrest of drug war enforcer 

                                                 ICC                      
21M Protesters are trying to ‗disrupt democratic order‘, says Bolivia 

           ‗                         ‘                        ,                 
21M JNIM expands beyond Mali, looks to establish Islamist rule in Sahel region 

                            ई  ,                                               

21M France, Russia jostle for influence in West African coastal country of Togo 

                                                      औ                     
 

21M.  India, Italy seal defence pact, elevate 

their bilateral ties to a ‗special strategic 
partnership‘ 

      औ                                ई,         

          ‗                      ‘              

 India and Italy have been in continuous contact 
over the conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia, said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday, reiterating his call 

for ―dialogue and diplomacy‖ to resolve the festering wars. 

                            र                और            

                               र      र   प      र      और 
                               ए ―      और        ‖     प   
 प      र    

 Delivering a press statement in Rome at the end of 

his multi-nation Europe trip, Mr. Modi described India-Italy 
relation as a ―win-win partnership‖, and welcomed the 
upgrade of bilateral ties to the level of ―Special Strategic 
Partnership‖. 

  प      -        र प                                        ए    
          र -               ―   -          र ‖       और 
   प              ―                      ‖      र         

  ए                     
 ―We have remained in continuous contact over 

Ukraine, West Asia, and other areas of hostilities. 

 ―        ,             और                      र      र 
  प      र      ‖ 

 India has a clear position that all problems should be 
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resolved through dialogue and diplomacy,‖ Mr. Modi said in his press statement. 

   र      प                                        औ                               ए,‖    
         प                     

 ―I am happy that we are upgrading our ties to the level of Special Strategic Partnership,‖ he 

said. 

 ―                    प                                         र          र र     ,‖        
     

 The Ministry of External Affairs said that the Special Strategic Partnership will lead to 
strengthened cooperation in trade, technology, defence, clean energy and innovation as 

well as in the field of mobility of skilled and non-skilled workers through safe and secure 
channels. 

                                 र             र        ,          ,    ,           और 
             -      र                   और                                           
       र     

Agriculture research 

               

 The two sides also sealed a ―Defence Industrial Road Map‖, an Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on cooperation in critical minerals, and another agreement for 
cooperation between the Italian Corps of the Guardia di Finanza and the Directorate of 
Enforcement. 

      प      ―    औ             ‖,                         पर ए              (MoU)     
                           और                                    ए             पर    
     र   ए  

 A Joint Statement issued on the occasion of Mr. Modi‘s visit announced that the two sides 
have signed an agreement on agriculture and agricultural research that will connect 

Ministries and institutions of India and Italy. 

                       र पर   र  ए                                      प           और      

         पर ए         पर      र   ए   ,      र  और                 और                    
 The two sides also expressed commitment ―to a free, open, peaceful and prosperous Indo-

Pacific, in line with international law, including United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS).‖ 

      प      ―ए       ,     ,      प    और           -       ‖         प                   , 
      रर           ,       र                                (UNCLOS)        प     

 On the Gulf situation, they called for ―freedom of navigation and the resumption of global 
flows through Strait of Hormuz‖. 

                   पर        ―                 और                                     
प        ‖                

 In a significant push, ahead of the India-Africa Forum Summit-4, the two sides said they 
have agreed to work on selected projects trilaterally in Africa. 

 ए      प    प         ,     -                      -4    प         प                
               प र        पर   प     प          र   पर        ए     

 In this regard, the Joint Statement said, ―Recognising the strategic priority both countries 
attach to Africa, the two Prime Ministers agreed to work together in trilateral initiatives with 
African partners in areas such as Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), agriculture, education, 
healthcare, artificial intelligence, connectivity and infrastructure and renewable energy in 
line with India‘s development partnership in Africa and Italy‘s Mattei Plan.‖ 

                                    , ―             र             ए           र               
     र  र     ए,                                र                                (DPI),     , 
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    ,            ,               ,           ,     र                                   
  प    प    पर           र   पर              ,               र                 र  और 
            ई              प    ‖ 

 Mr. Modi was conferred with the Agricola Medal for 2026 by the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations, at the FAO headquarters in Rome. 

                                औ             (FAO)    र  र        ए ए             2026 

                               

 

 

21M.  Philippine court says it won‘t stop ICC 

arrest of drug war enforcer 

                                                 
ICC                      

 The Philippine Supreme Court on Wednesday 
refused to block the arrest of Senator Ronald ―Bato‖ Dela 
Rosa, wanted by the ICC over the deadly drug war, denying 
his request for interim relief in a 9-5-1 vote. 

                                   र                       
   ICC    र              र        ―    ‖                र   र  
पर र                र  र      और 9-5-1                 र  

र                 र   र     
 The ICC last week unsealed an arrest warrant 

against Dela Rosa, accused of crimes against humanity. 

 ICC     प                               र    र   र    र   

                ,     पर                            र प     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21M.  Protesters are trying to ‗disrupt democratic order‘, says Bolivia 

           ‗                         ‘                        ,                 
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 Bolivia‘s embattled government on Wednesday accused protesters calling for the resignation 
of centre-right President Rodrigo Paz of trying to ―disrupt the democratic order‖. 

                      र  र         र       -    प    र   प                                

 र र           र   पर ―                         ‖  र             र       र प        
 Addressing the Organization of American States (OAS), Foreign Minister Fernando 

Aramayo said weeks of mass protests and roadblocks were ―aimed at creating conditions for 

institutional destabilisation, weakening the government...and disrupting the democratic order‖. 

                             (OAS)             र     ए                                     

                र      प    र         और       र   ―            र      प र         प    
 र  ,  र  र        र  र  ...और                            र  ‖                ए    र       

 Thousands of farmers, labourers, miners and teachers have been taking to the streets to 
protest an array of issues in the Andean nation. 

                  र       ,     र,      और                         र      पर   र र 
       र र       
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21M.  JNIM expands beyond Mali, looks to establish Islamist rule in Sahel 
region 

                            ई  ,                                               

 An al-Qaeda affiliate active in the Sahel region of Africa, JNIM aims to establish an emirate 
rooted in Sharia law and remove foreign military influence. 

                              -                    JNIM             पर     र     र   

    प   र   और                            र             
 Linked groups have 6,000-7,000 fighters, with operational networks across Mali, Burkina 

Faso, and Niger. 

                प        6,000-7,000         ,                         ,              औ  
                ए     

 It runs parallel governments in its controlled areas. 

     प                              र  र  र            
 Countries across West Africa have emerged as some of the world‘s fastest-growing centres 

of violent extremism and geopolitical instability. 

                                          और   -र            र                                
 प      र      

 A renewed wave of coordinated attacks by Jama‘at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) 
and Azawad Liberation Front (FLA), along with the assassination of Gen. Sadio Camara, 

the Defence Minister of Mali, has drawn attention to the security situation in the West African 
region. 

              -        -         (JNIM) और                    (FLA)    र         

             र             र          र                          प                    र   
          र                      

 The recent strikes on April 25 expanded from northern Mali into southern regions targeting 
several cities and military bases, including Bamako, the capital, and Kati, a military garrison 

where Gen. Camara was based. 

 25                       र                             ए और        र                      

                     र  और                              
 Gen. Camara and some of his family members were killed in his residence by a vehicle rigged 

with explosives. 

   र     र  और      प र  र                       पर              र                 र   ए  
 Junta leader Assimi Goïta and intelligence chief Modibo Koné were also severely wounded. 

                         और                                र  प           ए  
 The general was a key architect of the junta, which seized power after back-to-back coups. 

   र                     र       र   ,            र     प                           
 Gen. Camara also played a central role in facilitating closer ties with Russia and the Wagner 

group, following the withdrawal of French forces. 

                     प            र     र        और                    र              प  

 र          प                  
 Jama‘at Nusrat al-Islam wal– Muslimin (JNIM), which translates to ―Group for the Support 

of Islam and Muslims‖, is a jihadist network formed in March 2017 in Mali under the 
leadership of Iyad Ag Ghali, a prominent Tuareg rebel leader. 

              -        -         (JNIM),           ―      और                      
    ‖   ,      2017                    र                                              ए         
           

 An al-Qaeda affiliate active in the Sahel region of Africa, the JNIM emerged through a 
coalition of four pre-existing regional Islamist factions — Ansar Dine, Macina Liberation 
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Front (FLM), Al-Mourabitoun, and elements of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). 

                              -              JNIM   र                   —          ,       
            (FLM),   -         , और   -                         (AQIM) —              
  र   

 Today, only Ansar Dine and the Macina front (FLA), along with remnants of other groups, 

remain under this umbrella following the death of other faction leaders. 

                                                  और           (FLA)                       
                                 

 Despite distinct objectives, the coalition has largely projected organisational cohesion. 

    -                                         र पर           ए                  
 One of the principal objectives is to overthrow Sahelian governments, establish an emirate 

rooted in Sharia law and remove foreign military influence. 

                                                र   ,                 र     र       प   र   
और                                  

 Unlike other jihadist organisations, the JNIM does not operate in Mali alone. 

                        पर  , JNIM                             
 It has a significant presence across the Sahel, particularly in Burkina Faso and Niger. 

             ,       र              और                      प          

The rise of JNIM 

      ई          

 The Tuareg question in northern Mali remains central to the country‘s instability. 

   र                                  र             र              
 For years, Tuareg separatists demanded greater autonomy for Azawad, citing systematic 

neglect. 

              र                         ए                       र   र     ,           ए    

          र  प           
 The separatist rebels and Islamist militants briefly controlled parts of northern Mali during the 

Tuareg rebellion. 

    र              र                      और                      र                    पर 
              ए            प           

 During the rebellion, Iyad Ag Ghali formed Ansar Dine and Amadou Koufa fought alongside 
Ansar Dine and later formed FLM in central Mali. 

            र                                         और                   र                 

                           FLM              
 The 2012 Tuareg rebellion and spillover of weapons and fighters from post-Gaddafi Libya 

helped transform the JNIM into a powerful armed faction. 

 2012                 और                              र  ए               र    JNIM    ए  

                                      
 Additionally, the JNIM exploited Mali‘s political instability, weak governance and ethnic 

tensions following the 2021 coup to position itself as an alternative to state authorities. 

          र  , JNIM    2021        प                  र            र  ,     र      और 
                       र         र               प     प        प        

 Initially, the jihadist network targeted UN peacekeepers, French counterterrorism forces and 

military bases, which helped establish its reputation as a powerful coalition in the Sahel. 

                                                      ,                -र        और      

                      ,                         ए                      प         
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 It has expanded its footprint in countries along the Gulf of Guinea, including Côte d‘Ivoire, 
Benin and Togo. 

                                           ,       औ              प                  
 The Africa Center for Strategic Studies estimates that JNIM-linked groups comprise 

between 6,000 and 7,000 fighters spread across the Sahel, with operational networks 

extending across Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger. 

                                       र, JNIM                       6,000    7,000         , 
                        ,              और     र             

 The U.S. has classified the JNIM as a foreign terrorist organisation. 

            JNIM                                         
 The JNIM operates as a decentralised militant coalition unlike traditional armed groups 

maintaining a rigid structure. 

 JNIM प र प र     र   र                         पर   ए                              प    
      र       

 This structure has allowed it to expand its influence in the Sahel corridor despite leadership 
losses. 

      र                                               प                            
 In areas under its purview, the JNIM has matured beyond a traditional militant organisation to 

establish a parallel system of authority. 

  प                       JNIM ए  प र प र                         र        र             
    प   र          

 It maintains control through regional battalions known as katibas and mobile military units 
known as markaz and saryat, which operate across West Africa under the direction of the 
Shura council. 

                                       और                                           
          ए र      ,                            प                    र       
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21M. France, Russia jostle for influence in West African coastal country of 
Togo 

                                                      औ                     

 Togo has maintained cordial ties with France since independence in 1960. 

         1960                                        प             ए र       
 It is now also opening up to Russia keen to expand its influence from the Sahel into the Gulf 

of Guinea. 

               ए     प      र     र     ,                        र                  प   
                     

 So, when France sent its Foreign Minister to Togo in April – the first such visit in 24 years – 
one of the main aims was to counter Russia‘s rapprochement with the west African coastal 

country. 

     ए                     प                        —    24        प                —    
     ए              प                                                         र       

 France‘s position is not helped by the fact that Togo continues to cultivate good relations with 
regional neighbours Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger. 

                         और                        प   प                      ,      औ  
                           ए   ए     

 All are former French colonies now ruled by military juntas who have severed ties with Paris 
and forged closer links with Russia instead. 

        प             प        ,     पर                     र र      और                        

    र            र                ए     
 ―The issue for France is not so much a return to Togo as an attempt to stem the ongoing 

erosion of its regional influence,‖ Togolese political scientist and essayist Madi Djabakate 

told AFP. 

         र                और                      AFP       , ―          ए                    
  प             ,                            र        र   र       र                ‖ 

 In 2025, Moscow signed an agreement with Lome under which it sends army instructors, 
ships and military aircraft to Togo. 

 2025                         ए         पर      र   ए,                                , 

     और                    
 The deal potentially allows the Russian paramilitary Africa Corps – the successor to the 

Wagner mercenary group – to expand within mineral-rich Togo. 

                                          —                            र     र     —    
       प                र  र                              

 Russia, like France, also has eyes on the strategic port of Lome, the deepest in west Africa. 

   ,          र , प                     र  र          र         पर      र र     ए     
 Moscow‘s ambassador to Togo and Benin said in March that Russia hoped to use Lome 

port as a logistics hub to import its goods into Togo and the landlocked countries of the 
Sahel. 

              और                र                          र                            
                 प     प     र   ,       प                 और            -                

प           
 The plans have not gone unnoticed in Paris, which continues to see west Africa as its sphere 

of influence, nor have Moscow‘s efforts to secure a foothold in Togo via soft power. 

         ए             र                ,          प               प                प          
  , और                            प  र             प र                      र       
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21M.  How States are managing the surging summer power demand 

                                                         

 India‘s electricity demand has surged sharply, with peak demand touching an all-time high 
of 256.1 GW in April. 

  र                                    ,                           256.1                     

      र    प         
 Nearly one-third of this peak demand was met through renewable energy (RE) sources. 

                      ए -                          (RE)                  प र            

 Peak demand refers to the highest point of electrical power consumed on a grid over a 
specific period, typically a 15-minute interval. 

                                  ,          15               ,      र       पर  प    

                             र        
 While peak demand is a single instant, it occurs during 2 to 4 hours of higher-than-average 

demand or ‗peak demand period‘. 

    प            ए                    ,                                   2    4         
  र     प          ,      ‗               ‘              

 Summer months may cause longer peaks from late afternoon to evening hours and then 
during the night due to cooling loads (from air conditioners and coolers). 

                        औ            र    प           र      र   प र               र      
                       प               

 Similarly, winter peaks can last longer in the morning (between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m.) and 
evening (between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.) due to increased heating and lighting loads during 
these hours, particularly in the northern States. 

       र,                 (     6        10       ) और         (    6        9       )        

और        र               र                             र         ,       र   र  र     
    

 Paying heed to the duration of these peaks is important because even though they occur only 
for a short period, the grid needs to meet the peak load instantly. 

                        पर               प                 प                       ए 

  प          ,   र                    र       र  प      र   प        

How do States manage demand? 

                               ? 

 States meet demand through two mechanisms: contractual supply and power exchange 
purchases. 

र            प                              र     :                                          
 Contractual supply comprises the long-term power purchase agreements (PPAs) that State 

distribution companies (DISCOMs) sign with power generators to ensure power supply over 

several years. 

           प                                   (PPAs)              ,       र       र  

  प      (      )                   प               र                 प             र       
 This helps the DISCOMs in meeting the average demand for their consumers. 

              प    प           औ        प र   र              र       
 Almost 85%-90% of the demand in India is being met through contractual supply or bilateral 

contracts between the DISCOMs and generators. 
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  र          85%-90%                प                प                 और   प            

   प                                    
 In the event of real-time mismatches or when the contractual supply falls short due to sudden 

spikes in demand or power plant or transmission failures, DISCOMs turn to the second 
mechanism — buying power from power exchanges. 

                            प                                   ,                         
      र    र        र             प      प                ,              र         — 

                               र     —       र           
 At present, around 10%-15% of the electricity is traded on the power exchanges. 

               10%-15%              प र                   र              
 For managing peaks, States often undertake demand-side measures. 

                         र             -           प         
 Most States have relied on advisories urging consumers to reduce usage during peak hours, 

typically between 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

        र         प                        6            11                               
       प        र        ए पर       र    ए     

 Delhi has increasingly utilised measures such as time-of-day tariffs (electricity charges that 
vary based on the time of day) and smart metering to flatten evening peaks that are driven 

by cooling demand. 

                                प                            र           -            

      (                   र                      )                         प              ए 

 प             

What are some challenges faced by States due to rising demand? 

                                  -               ? 

 A steady growth in household electrification, use of air conditioners, electric vehicle 

penetration, and agricultural power consumption has been driving the increase in India‘s 
electricity demand. 

 र            र       र  र      ,                 प   ,                     र                 
          प       र                                र           

 In the last 5 years, the country‘s peak demand has risen by 37% — from 183 GW in 
December 2020 to over 250 GW in April 2026. 

 प    5                             37%                 —           2020    183            
   र      2026    250                        

 This exposes the States to price volatility because prices in these markets increase during 

peak periods. 

     र                                                                             र     
                           

 Infrastructure expansion and upgrades in India‘s power distribution segment often lag 
demand growth, leading to issues with last-mile delivery of power to the end-consumer. 

  र               र             र         र और                          प    र         , 
             प               प                ए    प            

 Over the last decade, India‘s generation capacity has increased by 76% (from 303 GW to 532 
GW). 

 प    ए           र       प            76%                 (   303               र 532 

             )  
 Its transmission lines have expanded by 47% (from 3,41,551 circuit kilometres [ckm] to 

5,01,766 ckm). 
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        र            47%                 (   3,41,551                      र 5,01,766       

               )  
 Recent assessments by the Central Electricity Authority indicate that nearly 13 lakh 

distribution transformers (DTs) fail annually in India. 

                                        प                र                 13           

          (DTs)                  
 Some States have low DT failure rates of less than 2%, such as Kerala, while some 

(particularly the northern States) experience DT failure rates as high as 20%. 

    र    ,          ,                 र 2%         ,          र    ,       र   र  र    ,       

 र 20%    प              
 Further, overloading of transformers and feeders, ageing equipment, and inadequate 

maintenance continue to compromise last-mile power delivery. 

         र  ,         र  और    र  पर          र, प र                र       प      र र    

       प                प                र   र        
 Many States experience local outages, especially during peak demand periods, highlighting 

that their distribution networks are operating close to their limits and need upgradation. 

     र       ,       र                      र  ,                  ए    प          ,       

                     र          प                              र र      और               
            

The challenge posed by demand surges 

                                  

 States like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar continue to grapple with high losses, ageing distribution 
infrastructure, and overloaded transformers. 

         और            र                    , प र       र      र                 र      
        र                  र       

How does RE help? 

                                 ? 

 States with high RE capacity, such as Gujarat and Karnataka, are able to meet daytime peak 

comfortably as the solar power generation aligns reasonably well with daytime commercial 
and agricultural demand. 

        र                   र   ,             और       ,                             
         प र   र                 र        प                    और                         

प       प                 
 But these States face steep evening peaks after sunset, for which they need to increasingly 

depend on energy storage technologies such as pumped hydro storage (PHS) and battery 
energy storage systems (BESS). 

                        र                                           र   प      ,         ए 

                       (PHS)                             (BESS)               र         पर 
         र      प        

 Similarly, Tamil Nadu, with a high wind capacity, benefits significantly from wind generation 

during the monsoon months, reducing dependence on thermal power. 

       र,     प                                        र   प          प              

          र     ,         प        पर     र               
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21M.  NCDEX set to unveil weather derivatives 
contract 

       ई                                           

      

 The National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange 
(NCDEX) on Wednesday said it will launch RAINMUMBAI, the 
country‘s •rst exchange-traded weather derivatives contract, 
on May 29, offering businesses and farmers a regulated tool to 
hedge against . monsoon variability

                                     (NCDEX)         र           

   29  ई           प    ए     -                            

RAINMUMBAI       र   ,            और                     
                       ए ए                      र     

 The contract, which has received approval from the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), was 
developed with the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT 
Bombay), using rainfall data from the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD). 

                             औ              (SEBI)        र      

        और                                   (IIT Bombay)    
                           ,                               

(IMD)                   प                 
 The instrument will be used to hedge losses from unpredictable weather and monsoon 

variability. 

             प                 और                                                       
  ए        ए    

 IMD surface rainfall and automatic weather stations (AWS) observations at Santacruz and 
Colaba will be the source of rainfall data. 

 IMD                           और                         र       (AWS)                
                   

 The derivative will trade between 10:00 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. 

       र           10:00            11:30          र   र  र     
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21M.  Australian LNG supplies to India 
will surge, says Green 

         ई                            , 
           

 Shipments could reach via the Indian 
Ocean route that is free of choke points, says 
Australian High Commissioner; lithium, copper 

may follow. 

                               प                  
                  ,    र         र              ; 
                और           प                    

ECTA-led surge 

 ECTA                    

 Since the implementation of the Australia-
India Economic Cooperation and Trade 
Agreement (ECTA), Indian textile exports to 

Australia have risen 25%, agricultural exports 
50%, and car exports 85%. 

         -                 औ                
(ECTA)                                      र     
           25%,             50% और   र        

85%         
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21M.  Elderly woman dies of amoebic infection 

                                       

 A 73-year-old woman from Nellikuzhi in 
Kothamangalam in Ernakulam district of Kerala has died of 
primary amoebic meningoencephalitis (PAM). 

                                                      ए  73      

                                          (PAM)                 
 The rare but lethal central nervous system infection is 

caused by Naegleria fowleri, a free-living amoeba found in 

freshwater, lakes, and rivers. 

                                                              
         -                र         ,         प   ,      और       
   प             

 It can also survive in poorly maintained swimming pools. 

     र   र र                 प                र           
 She had developed symptoms of the infection, including 

fever and headache, on May 6. 

     6  ई                ,             और                ,       

             
 The health wing carried out superchlorination of water 

sources, including wells. 

                                                          
 He cautioned the public to avoid bathing or swimming in unsafe water sources. 

                   र                         र                           
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21M.  New crystal found in the 
detritus of the first-ever nuclear blast 

                                    
                

The Trinity nuclear test and a new crystal 
discovery 

                    औ                     

 On July 16, 1945, the U.S.‘s ‗Trinity‘ 
nuclear test in New Mexico changed history. 

16     ई 1945                           र      
                    ‗      ‘ पर     पर    

                               
 The explosion released energy 

equivalent to 21,000 tons of TNT, vaporised a 

steel tower, and melted the surrounding desert 
sand into a glassy green crust called trinitite. 

             21,000    TNT     र  र           

  , ए    प       र       प      र     ,     
  प      र         र       प    र  र            
पर             ,                             

 Decades later, this mineral still holds 
secrets. 

                         र                ए     
 In a new study published in 

Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, scientists from the University of 
Firenze, Slovak Academy of Sciences, 
Carnegie Mellon University, and Princeton 

University have said they have found a rare, cage-like 
crystal — called a clathrate — in the trinitite. 

                                                 ए   ए                            , 

                        ,                                                                
                              ए         प  र         र                      ,                  
         

 The researchers, led by Luca Bindi and Paul Steinhardt, were motivated by the discovery in 
2021 of a quasicrystal in red trinitite. 

           और                                     2021                     प ए  ए ए  

                        र    ए     
 Red trinitite is a specific variety of the glass tinted by copper from the test tower‘s wiring. 

                         ए           र       पर       र      र                      र      र   

              
 Quasicrystals have ordered but non-repeating atomic patterns that scientists once thought to 

be impossible in nature. 

                               प  र      र    पर       र   ए         ,                         

                   
 Because both the quasicrystal and the newly discovered clathrate were found in similar 

copper-rich droplets, the team wanted to know if these two rare forms of matter could be 
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related. 

                 और   -            र                  -               प ए  ए   ,     ए     

                            प                       प  प                         
 They used high-resolution nano-CT scans to peer inside the glass, where they identi•ed 

small drops of metal. 

                  र               - र            -              प        ,                        
             

 This is how the team discovered a previously unknown calcium-copper-silicon crystal. 

       र       प                   -     -                         
 They said it is a type-I clathrate, which is characterised by a framework of silicon atoms 

forming small cages that trap other elements inside. 

                 ए      -I           ,                       पर                               
 प  र      र              प      र      र          

 This is the •rst time a clathrate has been identi•ed among the solid-state products of a 
nuclear explosion. 

   प      र            पर                 प       प            र      प               
 According to the study paper, the newfound crystal is metastable. 

      प          र,   -                             
 Meaning it could only form under the extreme, fast-changing temperatures and pressures of 

the Trinity test. 

                      पर                                   प    और                      

         
 Conditions reaching over 1,500 °C and pressures up to 8 gigapascals. 

   प र         1,500                        प        8                        प             
 

 

 

21M. QUIZ 

 Ligancy – Measure of the Number of Atoms Bonded to 
an Atom 

 Ligancy refers to the number of atoms, ions, or groups 
directly bonded to a central atom in a coordination compound or 
crystal structure. In chemistry and material science, it is closely 
related to the coordination number. 

  For example, in sodium chloride crystal, each sodium ion 
is surrounded by six chloride ions, giving it a ligancy of six. Ligancy 

determines the geometry, stability, and bonding characteristics of compounds. 

 Use this concept in understanding crystal structures and coordination chemistry. 

 Surface Tension – Force Resulting from Surface Atoms Lacking Material on One Side 

 Surface tension is the property of a liquid surface caused by unequal intermolecular forces 
acting on surface molecules. Molecules inside a liquid experience forces from all directions, 
but surface molecules lack neighbouring molecules above them.  

 This creates a net inward force, making the surface behave like a stretched elastic 
membrane. 

  Surface tension is responsible for phenomena such as water droplets forming spherical 

shapes and insects walking on water.  
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 It arises due to cohesive forces between molecules and decreases with increasing 

temperature. 

Vapour Pressure – High Value of this Attribute Leads to Gibbs-Thomson Effect 

 Vapour pressure is the pressure exerted by vapour molecules when a substance is in 
equilibrium with its liquid or solid phase. 

 A high vapour pressure indicates that particles can easily escape from the surface. In 
nanoscale materials, this contributes to the Gibbs-Thomson effect, where small particles 
exhibit altered melting points and equilibrium conditions due to surface curvature.  

 According to material science and NCERT thermodynamics concepts, smaller particles 
possess higher surface energy, influencing evaporation, condensation, and phase stability in 

nanotechnology and metallurgy. 

Plasmons – Collective Oscillations of Electrons in a Metal 

 Explanation: 
Plasmons are collective oscillations of free electrons present inside metals when stimulated 
by electromagnetic radiation such as light.  

 These oscillations occur because conduction electrons move together against the fixed 
positive ions in the metallic lattice. 

  Plasmons are important in nanotechnology, optics, and surface physics. Surface plasmons 
are widely used in biosensors, medical diagnostics, and advanced photonic devices.  

 Research institutions and modern material science studies highlight their role in improving 
solar cells, nanoelectronics, and optical communication technologies through enhanced light-

matter interaction. 

 Liquid Film – Formation on Surface that Allows a Material‘s Surface to Melt First 

 Explanation: 

A liquid film refers to a thin molten layer that forms on the surface of a solid material before 
the entire material melts. 

  This phenomenon is known as surface melting. Surface atoms possess weaker bonding 
because they have fewer neighbouring atoms compared to atoms inside the solid. 

  As temperature rises near the melting point, the surface becomes unstable first and forms a 
liquid-like layer.  

 This concept is important in metallurgy, crystal growth, nanomaterials, and semiconductor 
technology, where surface properties strongly influence thermal behaviour and material 

stability. 
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21M. Sperm whale ‗clicks‘ have complex patterns similar to human speech 
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 Sperm whales communicate using short sequences of clicks known as codas, which they 

exchange while coordinating within their groups. 

                                           र  र     ,                       , और          प   
            र           प   र           -      र       

 The codas also vary in their acoustic structure in ways that resemble patterns found in human 
speech. 

      प           र              प र             र                      प ए           प        
     -          

 While a 5R coda contains five evenly spaced clicks. 

     5R                 र   पर      प                  
 In human linguistics, such peaks are known as formants — the resonant frequencies that 

allow us to distinguish an ―ah‖ sound from an ―ee.‖ 

                         र                        —                            ― ‖ और ― ‖ 

                  र  र                      
 Consequently, the authors label these whale categories ―a‖ and ―i.‖ 

     प,                               ―a‖ और ―i‖           
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21M. 13-nation military exercise commences in 
Meghalaya 

           13                          

 A 13-nation military exercise began at the Umroi 
Military Station in Meghalaya on Wednesday. 

      र                  ई                 13              

               
 Apart from host India, soldiers from ―12 friendly nations‖ 

are participating in the PRAGATI 2026. 

                      ―12         ‖               2026           
र       

 They are Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, 
Seychelles, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam. 

                 ,         ,           ,     ,        ,       , 

       ,      ,         ,       ,        औ                    
 The exercise seeks to provide a common platform for 

participating armies to engage in professional exchange and 
build closer military-to-military ties, the Defence Ministry said. 

                                                              
   प    र     -          प                         र        ए 
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ए                 र       

 

21M. Drone mania, separating hype from battlefield reality  

          :      औ                                    

 Operation Sindoor started with a bang at 1.02 a.m. on May 7, 2025 and the surprise 
cease•re at 3.30 p.m. on May 10, 2025, was akin to an ―out-of-syllabus‖ event. 

                       7  ई 2025         1.02                            और 10  ई 2025    
       3.30                              ए  ―              ‖                  

 What has been missed out, however, has been the use by both sides of small unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs), including loitering kamikaze munitions, colloquially referred to as 
drones. 

     ,     प        प          ,         प      र                   ई       (UAVs),             
र                      र            ,     प      ,                                 

 First, there is their aura of being relatively ‗unstoppable‘ because their small size makes 

detection difficult. 

   ,              र      र       प                     ,             प       ‗          
   ‘               

 Second, their relatively low cost vis-à-vis a manned aircraft makes them very appealing to 
number-crunchers. 
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      ,     -                                 प                          पर     र  

              ए                       
 Lastly, the fact that they do not place a combatant in harm‘s way is an argument that 

undercuts most of their limitations. 

     ,                                                    ,                                
         

 In the recent past, the advent of fibre-optic-guided first-person-view drones used by 
Hezbollah against Israel has further added to the hype. 

             ,              र                   प      ए  ए      -                 -

     -                          र    और              
 So, the question whether drones have revolutionised warfare needs a professional analysis 

vis-à-vis the basic tenets of warfare through a prism of doctrine and strategy. 

   ,                                               ,         और र                            
                         प    र                  र       

Doctrinal issues 

                

 Evolutionary developments merely enhance existing capabilities, whereas revolutionary 
technologies fundamentally reshape warfare by opening up new domains. 

                                        र     ,             र          ए          र 
                 र       प र       र          

 The advent of the air domain was transformational because it revolutionised warfare. 

                प र      र                                           
 UAVs, however, are merely another weapon system — albeit one with unique advantages — 

that has evolved within the air domain. 

     ,            ए           र          —     प                          —                
   र                

 Second, since drones fly at low altitudes, some strategists have coined the term ―air littoral‖, 

suggesting the creation of another domain of warfare unique to drone operations. 

      ,                      पर        ,     ए     र       र     ―          ‖           ,    
                 ए                                             

Strategic considerations 

              

 First, the innovative strike by Ukraine, deep in the interior of Russia through drones inserted 
in specially constructed containers as part of its Operation Spider‘s Web, points to a new 
strategic requirement of possessing good counterintelligence to thwart such long-term 
strategies in the adversary‘s planning stage itself. 

   ,          र               ‘                       प                र     र    ए        
                   र            ए  ए                     र                   र       

                                             र      र              र                 -       
                 

 This is akin to a cyberattack that can be launched by anyone, from anywhere in the world, 

against any target globally. 

   ए                                                                                     

               र    र          
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 As more counter unmanned aerial systems (CUAS) are •elded, the drone threat would be 

addressable to a great extent. 

    -                              ई          (CUAS)            ए   ,          प     र     
                             

 On the other hand, drone swarms that are being developed would be an integration of 

multiple drones to overwhelm air defence systems by sheer numbers. 

   र   र,          ए    र                         ए               ,                         
                    र                      र         

 This is the next challenge, and counter-measures under development would basically be 
directed energy weapons such as the Israeli Iron Beam laser system which ensures rapid 
engagement at just $2-$3.50 per laser shot instead of the $40,000 to $50,000 per missile of 
its Iron Dome system. 

                     , और                    ए    र      र     प                       
        पर     र      ,        र                          ,     प                     
           40,000    50,000                      पर      2    3.50                       
                      र       

 It is good that India too is envisaging a nationwide terrestrial and space-based ‗Sudarshan 
Chakra‘ to be in place by 2035 for addressing multifarious air defence threats. 

      र                            र         र     र            र        2035    र      प  
      ए       र -    र  ‗         ‘           प   र      प र  प    र र       

 


